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1. General diving regulations

1.1. Any branch member who has not taken part in an officially logged dive in open water for a period exceeding six months must give their name to the Diving Officer or his/her assistant at least 10 days prior to their intention to dive.  They may be asked to carry out some pre-dive pool training and/or have their first dive monitored by a branch instructor at a sheltered site.

1.2. All branch dives must have the approval of the Diving Officer or, in his/her absence, the Assistant Diving Officer.  Dives which do not have this approval are not classed as branch dives.

1.3. Buoyancy compensators will be worn on all branch dives.

1.4. All full branch members wishing to dive must have a currently valid medical as recommended by the BSAC and this should be available for inspection by the Dive Marshall.

1.5. Any incident occurring on a branch dive must be reported to the Diving Officer or his/her assistant with 24 hours of return.  A written report must be submitted within 7 days of return.  Where appropriate, the Diving Officer will prepare an incident report which will be sent to the BSAC incident adviser.

1.6. All branch dives must have adequate safety cover and accurate contemporaneous logs must be kept. Oxygen administration equipment must be available for emergency first aid treatment on all branch dives. Where this is not provided by others, the club portable sets must be taken.  If the diving is from boats the sets must be on the boats.

1.7. Log sheets must be completed for all branch dives and these must be returned to the Diving Officer or the Assistant Diving Officer within seven days of return.

1.8. Non-branch members diving with the branch should be either BSAC members or hold adequate third party insurance cover.

1.9. All individuals training with the club must have current BSAC membership for the duration of the course.

1.10. It is each member’s individual responsibility to update and return their details when renewing membership.

1.11. The rules governing trip finances are listed in section 6.0.  
1.12. Following a club trip, the club would benefit from the submission of written report to the publicity officer for publication on the club website. This could include details of coordinates for sites, transits and other information which may be of use to future expeditions.
1.13. Junior club members under the age of eighteen will be accepted only if a parent is, and remains, an active diving member of the club. The parent is to have the responsibility for transporting the child to and from dive sites, and must be present on all trips and during training. On this basis, minors under the age of eighteen but above the age of twelve may be accepted into the branch. Each application by a minor to join the branch must be brought before the committee and will be assessed on a case by case basis. In addition, it is at each member’s discretion as to whether they will dive with a minor. 

1.14. Dive managing - Any branch member can organise a dive trip but all branch dives must be controlled by an appointed Dive Manager. The Diving Officer or the Assistant Diving Officer should approve the Dive Manager. The minimum requirement for Dive Manager:

1.14.1. Coastal shore dive:
Dive Leader + Dive Planning & Marshalling SDC

1.14.2. Club boat dive:

Advanced Diver

1.14.3. Charter boat dive:
Dive Leader + Dive Planning & Marshalling SDC

1.14.4. Inshore waters dive: 
Dive Leader

1.14.5. Training dives:

BSAC Nationally Qualified Instructor
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As an additional safety precaution for dives requiring more than 15 mins of planned decompression stops, the dive manager in charge must ensure that the boat cover deploys a cylinder at nominated depth which can be used as decompression gas if necessary. The exact deployment method and any additional safety procedures, (eg using different colour DSMB’s as emergency signals), to be planned and agreed by the group. The acting dive manager will be in overall control of these procedures. The club diving officer, if not present must also be informed before the dive takes place.
2. Pool Training

2.1. Pool users must comply with all sports centre rules. 

2.2. Over-arm strokes must not be used in the pool unless by prior arrangement or if there are no cylinders being used in the pool.

2.3. Diving into the pool is not permitted if cylinders are being used in the pool.

2.4. The use of club pool equipment e.g. aqualungs is reserved for trainees under instruction unless otherwise authorised by the Equipment Officer or Training Officer.

2.5. All equipment is to be washed with the hose in the pool area. 

2.6. A lifeguard must be present during all pool sessions. The lifeguard must be qualified to Sports Diver or above, and must have completed all training as required by the sports centre. 

2.7. No sharp objects may be taken onto the poolside or into the pool. 

2.8. Weight retainers must be fitted to all weight belts taken into the pool area. 

3. Club Equipment

3.1. Items are hired out and charged on a day of use basis. The hire rates currently in operation will be posted in the Compressor Room. Rules governing payment of fees are in section 6.0.
3.2. All equipment hired or taken for open water diving must be logged out in the register provided and the Equipment Officer or his/her assistant must approve the hire.

3.3. After hire, equipment must be returned the following week washed in clean, fresh water, in good working order and in time for the next pool training session.

3.4. Any faults must be reported to the Equipment Officer and/or their assistant.

3.5. The hirer is responsible for loss, damage and safe return of equipment.

3.6. Club equipment may only be hired for use on club dives or otherwise at the discretion of the Equipment Officer.

3.7. The club trailer is only to be used for carrying club equipment unless otherwise approved by the Equipment Officer.
3.8. The portable compressor may only be hired for use on club expeditions, and at least one expedition member must have demonstrated competence in its operation to the Compressor Officer.  There shall be a charge for its use, excluding petrol, and the current fee will be notified by the Compressor Officer.  The portable compressor is not for use with Nitrox unless a secondary air filter is used.
3.9. The proton magnetometer can only be hired for use on club expeditions, and at least one expedition member must have been fully instructed in its operation.

4. Compressor operation and cylinder testing

4.1. Cylinders in use will have a current test certificate according to the relevant specifications and will be clearly marked with the working pressure, test date and owner’s name.  If these details are not clearly marked the cylinder will not be filled.

4.2. Cylinders will not be overcharged to allow for pressure drop on cooling.

4.3. Only trained compressor operators may operate the club compressor. No person other than the Compressor Officer or his/her assistants will be allowed in the compressor area during cylinder charging except at the operator’s discretion.

4.4. All cylinders requiring charging must be identified as such, as stipulated by the Compressor Officer.  Charged cylinders will be indicated by tape across the O ring.

4.5. Hours of opening for cylinders will be posted in the Compressor Room and on the club notice board.

4.6. Cylinders belonging to non-member may be charged at a rate which is posted in the Compressor Room.

4.7. In the event of a compressor breakdown the club will not be liable for the cost of obtaining air elsewhere.

4.8. No smoking or running of engines in or in the vicinity of the Compressor Room is allowed at any time.

4.9. The compressor must not be left unattended while cylinders are being charged.

4.10. Nitrox cylinders must have valid oxygen clean certification and can only be filled by a person qualified as a Nitrox blender.

4.11. Only authorised compressor operators on the compressor officer’s list may operate the compressor.

5. Club Boats

5.1. The boats may only be used on club expeditions and at least four names will be required for booking a boat.  The expedition will be held responsible for the return of the undamaged boat with a full tank of petrol.

5.2. Applications for use of club boats should be made to the Diving Officer. This should include the name of one Advanced Diver with boat handling and chart work qualifications to oversee the trip. It should also include the name of one other suitably experienced boat handler plus the names of the other club members going on the trip. Once the application is authorised, the boat(s) will be booked by the Boat Officer.

5.3. Whilst in use there must always be someone onboard who can operate the VHF radio. VHF radios must always be taken. Radios must be checked by the boat coxes before leaving shore. A radio check should be done with the Coast Guard or port authority whenever possible.

5.4. There should always be a trained oxygen administrator on board whilst diving is taking place from the boat.

5.5. While at sea, each boat must have an approved boat handler onboard. If this person is diving another approved boat handler must take his or her place. 

5.6. Two boats may be allocated if the expedition has 10 or more full club members.  If an expedition has six to nine full club members it may be allocated one boat initially and a second boat 28 days before the departure of the expedition provided that no other qualifying group has made an official request in the meantime. 

5.7. Once a boat has been allocated to an expedition the booking will not be cancelled unless conditions 5.1 to 5.5 cease to apply.

5.8. Boats and their equipment will be issued to specified individuals who are responsible for their safe return on the day agreed, intact and clean. The boats and equipment will be logged both in and out by the Boat Officer.  Any loss or damage is the responsibility of the expedition and must be notified immediately to the Boat Officer.  The committee shall determine the extent of the expedition members’ liability to the club.

5.9. The cost of transportation and fuel will be shared between the individual members of the expedition. It is recommended that those towing boats be reimbursed half of their fuel costs whilst towing out of expedition funds.

5.10. A set charge will be made for a boat dive. The charge is to be set by the Committee.

5.11. To reduce the strain on the trailers and boats, they should be loaded after launch and unloaded before recovery unless conditions make this impractical.

5.12. Boats may be hired out for external training courses providing they are under the control of a club member who is a boat handling instructor.  A suggested donation of 1 boat dive fee per person per half day plus fuel costs will be charged.  Any damage will be paid for by the course organiser.

6. Trip deposits, club fees and use of club funds

A club member is defined by item 2 in the club constitution. This section gives general guidelines for payment of trip fees, deposits and use of club funds to promote diving and training within the branch. All subscriptions and charges for use of club equipment will be set by the club committee and reviewed when deemed necessary.
6.1. Where use of any club equipment incurs hire fees, these must be paid to the Equipment Officer within one month of notification of fees. Equipment returned late will incur a fine. Interest will be charged on late payment. The rate is at the discretion of the Equipment Officer.
6.2. Payment for branch run SDCs and further training fees must be paid prior to commencement of course.  Exceptional circumstances may be considered at the discretion of the committee.  
6.3. Where training courses or club trips incur additional costs (for example boat fuel, towing costs etc), these must be paid within one month of notification by the organiser. Late payment may incur a surcharge. This will be at the discretion of the organiser. The organiser should be made aware of any extenuating circumstances that may prevent payment within one month of notification.
6.4. All course fees, trip or course deposits shall not be made by e-transfer unless prior agreement is obtained from the recipient. 

6.5. A sufficient deposit to covers costs shall be made prior to club trips. This will be set by the trip organiser. Failure to pay the deposit will result in the loss of the place on the trip. 

6.6. The club may refund all or part of the cost of BSAC instructor training courses and exams or specialist courses where these are mandatory for operation of club equipment. Applications for reimbursement must be made to the club treasurer and approved by the club committee. ( Examples are IFC courses, OWI exams and gas blending qualifications)
6.7. To help encourage and facilitate club diving, club funds may be used to pay trip deposits on a loan basis. This must be agreed with the club treasurer and the loan must be repaid in full before the trip takes place.
6.8. The club will pay the cost of sending the diving officer (DO) and an observer to the annual diving officer’s conference (DOC). The DO will submit a short report to the club after the event.
